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A PERSONAL, FAMILIAR LETTER FROM JAPAN.

(The following interesting statement is part of a letter addressed to Rev. Dr.
Herrick, Pastor of Mount Vernon Church, Boston, by one of his people, who is a.
Medical Professor in a Government school in Tokio. [t is furnished for private
distribution among riends, at the request of the Home Secretary. Printed, not
published.]

t7 Kaca Vasuiki, Toko, Jaraw, October 17, 1830.

Dear Mr. HErrick :

A fortaight or 50 ago, as we were riding up the Ginza, the main
street of Yedo, our attention was drawn by a large crowd around a
temporary booth (some are permanent in this country), where a
foreigner was evidently offering something for sale. It was an un-
wonted sight, for no foreigner is permitted to do any business outside
of the Concession in Tokio ; nor even to live outside, unless he is in
the employ of the government, or has special for educa-
tional purposes. Upon inquiry, I found it was a stand of the agents
of the American Bible , who up to the 2d instant had sold
eighteen thousand copies of parts of the Scriptures, and that, on an
average of two hundred copies per day. The only trouble had been
that the printers were not able to turn them oyt fast enough to supply
the demand. The cheapest book was a copy of Matthew’s Gospel, in
the A'una, or the simplest and easiest of the methods of writing this
language, and sold for 2 sen (cents). This, of course, would not pay
for the paper and printing ; but it will reach the lowest classes of the
people, both by reason of its style and price, and the coolie who will
pull you two and a half miles on the trot for 6 1—4 sen, or who gets but
4 yen per month (ven is the Japanese dollar), will be able to own a
copy. From this, the books increase in price and style to 1o sen, 25
sen, and 30 seu, the last of which is a copy of the New Testament in
Chinese and Auna, which mixture seems to be used in general litera-
ture ; it is the style of the newspapers and magazines, and is read by
every one who pretends to education. The highest cost book is the
whole Bible in Chinese. This is the manner of writing all scieatific
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