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Classical predispositions began to change in the last eighteenth century, however, when in session-three policy questions
in the provincial and metropolitan examinations, examiners at times tested technical %’ao-cheng topics previously outside
the civil curriculum.
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Although the quotations from the Four Books and Five Classics presented during sessions one and two of the metropolitan
examinations remained, for the most part, unchanged in content and governed by orthodox Ch’eng-Chu interpretations
(there were stylistic developments as the length of eight-legged essays increased, however), Han Learning trends and %’
ao-cheng issues had successfully penetrated both provincial and metropolitan examinations through the policy questions
of session three.
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