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Abstract

In spring, the Pacific white-sided dolphin (PWS) comes to the Tsugaru Strait and is observed mostly
from April to June. In this study, we analyzed the data of sighting surveys conducted from ferry
vessels between Hakodate and Aomori from May 2003 to August 2008, and examined the migration
of PWS in the strait. The distribution of PWS differed among periods. In March, April and early May,
PWS was observed in the northern part of the Tsugaru Strait. Between mid-May and mid-June,
distribution of PWS expanded to all of Tsugaru Strait. Between late June and July, PWS was
observed in southern part of the Tsugaru Strait. Subsequently, PWS was not observed. Such

migration pattern was found in all survey years.
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