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“Methodology of Area Studies:
Looking for African Specificities by
Criticisms of General Theories and by
Comparative Studies”

NABESHIMA Takako

abstract The area study's question is why homogeneous actors bring
different results in each country. Some theories provide the frame-
works of thinking. But they are not suitable for African realities,
because they are often constructed in Europe or America. So, it is
important to criticize the theories for drawing out area specificities of
socio-political phenomenon. And | observe some actors as units of
comparative studies to investigate the area problems.

Using this method, | analyze the relations between nation-
state and social dynamism in Africa. Why did the ethnic conflicts occur
under democratic and multiparty systems in African countries? |
choose the peasant as a unit of comparative studies. | historically ver-
ify their acculturations through the pre-colonial, colonial and inde-
pendent periods in Africa. We will find out, as a source of ethnic con-
flicts, the distance of social dynamism of peasants from nation-state
in Africa.
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King, Keohane & Verba, 1994, p. 45.

“ Comparative case studies can, we

argue, yield valid causal inferences
(...), even though as currently prac-
ticed they often do not meet the
standards for valid inference.
Indeed, much of what is called

“ explanatory” work by historically-

oriented or interpretative social sci-
entists remains essentially descrip-
tive because it does not meet these
universally applicable standards.
From this perspective, the advice of
a number of scholars that compara-
tive case studies must be more sys-
tematic for description or explana-
tion is fundamental.”
Joooooo199900

Wever,1978, p.  XXXV-XXXVI.

“ After 1903 Weber clarified his

methodological position toward the
cultural and social sciences in half a
dozen essays....... The construction
of such trans-epochal and trans-cul-
tural types ...... makes sociological
theory historically comparative. In
this way sociological theory pro-
vides the researcher with the
dimensional concepts and empirical
types that are prerequisites for the
kind of comparative mental experi-
ment and imaginative extrapolation
without which causal explanation is
impossible in history.”
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Tilly, 1984.

O O Wever, pp. XXXVII-XXXVIII,
LVII.

Lijphart, 1988, pp. 59-71.% ... the
method of testing hypothesized
empirical relationships among vari-
ables on the basis of the same logic
that guides the statistical method,
but in which the cases are selected
in such a way as to maximize the
variance of the independent vari-
ables and to minimize the variance
of the control variables.”

goooooooa
0 O King, Keohane & Verba, p.93.

“ The notion of unit homogeneity

(...) lies at the base of all scientific
research. It is, for instance, the
assumption underlying the method
of comparative case studies. We
compare several units that have
varying values on our explanatory
variables and observe the values of
the dependent variables. We believe
that the differences we observe in
the values of the dependent vari-
ables are the result of the differ-
ences in the values of the explana-
tory variables that apply to the
observations.”
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Thelen & Steinmo, 1992, p. 14.“ So
far, historical institutionalism has
been especially helpful in illuminat-
ing cross-national differences and
the persistence of patterns or poli-
cies over time within individual
countries. Cross-national studies in
the new institutionalism tend
toward the study of comparative
statics; that is, they explain differ-
ent policy outcomes in different
countries with reference to their
respective (stable) institutional con-
figurations.”
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