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On the Japanese Mansions in the Meiji Period

Norikuni Kimura

Abstract

In the Meiji period, we find many European mansions in Japan, annexed to a great
Japanese wooden house, which is built in the same style and plan of the “Daimyo-
Yashiki” (great Japanese manor house) in the E-do period. And those European man-
sions are true to various architectural styles of Europe: the English-Renaissance, and
the French Renaissance, the German Renaissance and etc., so are their plans. This new
type of “connected Japanese-European houses” had lived as a dominant style in the
class of greater houses, until the first few years of the Showa age.

But in this house type, we cannot see any great progress, especially with regard
to the ideas of living, as compared with the “Daimyo Yashiki” in the E-do period.
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