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Areal Helations between the Functional Conversion
Areas and the Spatial Distributions of Problem
Phenomena within the Urban Community

{Planning Research for Areal Structuve)

Minoru Oura

Abstract

In order to find out the fundamental principles of city planning, we have studied
the areal structure throughout the surveys of Hokkaido cities by special reference to
Sapporo from 1955 outwards.

The functional conversion areas remarked by the mixed land use with residential,
commercial and industrial areas, show concentrations of high dependency near the zonal
iringe of civic center, with other high rate in deteriorated areas. After overlapping the
spatial distributions of several series of problem phenomena and the indices of physical
environment, in conpnection with the study of the functional conversion areas, the fact
has been found out by the author that the distribution of these functional conversion
areas shows areal similarity to those spatial distributions of such social problem pheno-
mena as families on relief, casual labourers (a-series), juvenile delinquents and infectious
diseases (G-series). But the spatial distributions of the adult crime and vice are different
series (y-series) and do not show the similarity to the distribution of the functional
conversion areas.

The problem areas demarcated by overlapping these spatial distributions (a, S-series)
of the social disorganization, are correlated with the lower levels of the physical envi-
ronment determined by conditions of housing and densities of population (d-series). And
the functional conversion areas has the similar correlation with the problem areas.

In conclusion, it may be noted that the functional conversion is both a contributory
cause and an effect of the problem areas or urban blight within urban community. And
from this point of view, the functional specialization in urban land use will be regarded
as the most basic and significant process to organize modern city.
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