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Dimerization of Propylene with Alkali Catalysts (I)
— Dimerization of Propylene with Alkali Metal Catalysts —
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and Hiroshi OHTSUKA

(Received August 30, 1968)

Abstract

Dimerization of propylene was investigated in the presence of alkali metal catalysts.

Under optimum reaction conditions (reaction temperature: 180°C, reaction pressure:
200 kg/cm?, reaction time: 5 hrs, amount of catalyst: 0.05 mol/1 mol propylene), the fol-
lowing results were obtained. propylene conversion rate: 84.7%, liquid polymer yield:
63.8% (feed propylene base), 75.4% (reacted propylene base), dimer content in liquid
polymer: 94.4%. The conversion rate of propylene increased with the increase of
reaction temperature and reaction time. However, under severe reaction conditions,
unfavorable thermal decomposition occurred resulting in a decrease in liquid polymer
yield and the migration of double bonds from the 1-to 2-position in the dimer molecules
was observed.

By adding ethyl alcohol to the reaction mixture after the reaction, from which the
unreacted propylene was expelled prior to this treatment, an evolution of an appreciable
amount of propylene was observed. This result suggested the existence of [CH,=CH-

CH,:1" X' in the reaction mixture as a reaction intermediate.

1. #%

)

TABYVEBE, TAFAXVEYOMEET L E2ATD T A AL, &A1V 7 4 v DR
PALRUS, + v 74 vOBESIGH SR LSS E T 5,

ZD5h, Fuv7 4 vd 28 IR LT, Pines HAGEMIICHIE LTk HY, T
vy D 2 BART K B FUSERIT DUV Cd Shaw & D#REH 5D, F1, Wilkes X7 Y v 4

G TRMEEBLEE 3 REE
AL 2 B



128 R - REEE - WRMEK - KR 2

M7 e vy nb -2 F A v v-l%EB200# LMETHBEHELTWDEY, Thb
DEEREDEHE L TRL TAFARBE A V7 4 VEXOIRENDT VNS =d v
(allyl carbanion) AithfEfkIZ7e B & D& LTHBER TV 5,

AWIETIL, Y Y afiiic L ) e vy o 2 BALEIR AT, L ORERIGEL %
BEL, FIBEROHEBIIC DT p -3 =4 vibBERFIC IS TERA T - o,

2. B A K

WHEBRILNETE 500 cc © FTFEBHEIRA — 27 v—THBLTT o7,
HERIEE O A s Fig. L WiRT,

b

g@

Yol paad €0

1BpUIIAY THED)

28PUIIAD Ty

AN

18pJoy SDO

1833} SDO

Fig. 1. Experimental Apparatus.
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Fig. 2. Effect of Reaction Temperature.
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Table 1. Effect of Reaction Temperature on
Dimer Composition

React.
T(emp. A% B% C% D% E% F% G% H% 1% 1% A[B+C)
°C)
164 | 7317 558 1502 055 000 379 000 08l 069 039 3.55
180 50.4 8.63 27.7 2.53 0.44 2.20 0.42 1.96 4.06 1.65 1.39
197 41.7 11.14 35.32 3.56 0.36 0.82 0.20 1.69 3.82 1.40 0.897
226 29.53 14.31 39.11 545 1.31 0.91 0.29 1.32 6.19 1.58 0.552
A : 4 Methyl Pentene 1 E: Hexene 1 I: 2 Methyl Pentene 2
B : 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (cis) F: 2 Methyl Pentene 1 J: Hexene 3
C: 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (trans) G : Hexene 2 (cis)
D: 2 Methyl Pentane H: Hexene 2 (trans)
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Table 2. Effect of Reaction Pressure on
Dimer Composition
React.
Press. A% B% C% D% E% F% G% H% 1% J% A/B+C)
(kg/cm?)
130 53.43 8.50 2542 2.56 0.45 2.12 0.35 1.62 3.95 1.60 1.58
158 52.23 8.65 2520 2093 0.62 2.61 0.52 1.75 3.92 1.57 1.54
200 50.4 8.63 277 2.53 0.44 2.20 0.42 1.96 4.06 1.65 1.39
240 | 50.53 8.38 2733 296 0.47 2.00 0.48 1.52 4.62 1.71 1.42
A : 4 Methyl Pentene 1 E: Hexene 1 1: 2 Methyl Pentene 2
B: 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (cis) F: 2 Methyl Pentene 1 J: Hexene 3
C: 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (trans) G : Hexene 2 (cis)
D: 2 Methyl Pentane H: Hexene 2 (trans)
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Fig. 5. Effect of Reaction Time on Dimer Composition.
Table 3. Effect of Reaction Time on Dimer Composition
React.
'%ﬁr:;«%) A% B % C% D% E% F% G% H% 1% J% A/B+C)
1 76.26 472 999 074 0.00 5.54 0.00 0.99 1.10 0.66 5.18
2 73.2 5.17 1228 0.96 0.11 5.04 0.00 1.48 0.85 0.93 4.19
3 66.76 6.28 1860 1.10 0.16 3.17 0.26 1.57 1.33 0.77 2.68
4 57.72 7.58 2446 140 0.26 2.43 0.44 2.08 2.52 1.11 1.80
5 50.4 8.63 277 2.63 0.44 2.20 0.42 1.96 4,06 1.65 1.39
9 | 44.2 10.07 32,55 4.43 0.48 0.90 .45 1.47 417 127 1.04
A : 4 Methyl Pentene 1 E: Hexene 1 1: 2 Methyl Pentene 2
B: 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (cis) F : 2 Methyl Pentene 1 J: Hexene 3
C: 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (trans) G : Hexene 2 (cis)
D: 2 Methyl Pentane H: Hexene 2 (trans)
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Fig. 6. Effect of Catalyst Amount on Dimer Composition.

Table 4. Effect of Catalyst Amount on Dimer Composition

1

Caalyst/pmol | A% B% C% D% E% F% G% H% 1% 1% A/B+C)
0.01 5578 6.59 2348 091 097 280 031 153 6.16 147 1.86
0.02 53.6 7.92 2607 173 044 245 058 204 384 1.34 1.58
0.03 56.8 825 2527 193 014 203 0.12 156 287 101 1.69
0.05 504 863 277 253 044 220 042 196 406 1.65 1.39
0.09 54.25 8.34 26.0 314 043 226 030 155 282 092 1.58

A : 4 Methyl Pentene 1 E: Hexene 1: 2 Methyl Pentene 2

B: 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (cis) F: 2 Methyl Pentene 1 J: Hexene'3

C: 4 Methyl Pentene 2 (trans) G: Hexene 2 (cis)

D: 2 Methyl Pentane H: Hexene 2 (trans)
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Table 5. Dimerization of Propylene with Alkali Metal
Catalysts at Optimum Conditions
Catalyst Propylene Ratg(c))rflvlzigg}rfllene Polymer Yield JDimer Content; Dimer Yield
(mol) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Na 4180 1.28 0 — —
i 63.8()
K 4,16(0) 84.7 93.4 59.6
75.4(d) i
(a) Pure C3Hg was used {(¢) Feed propylene base
(b} P-P fraction was used (d) Reacted propylene base
React. Conditions
React. temp.: 180°C React. press.: 200 kg/cm?
React. time : 5 hrs. Amount of Catalyst: 0.05mol/1 mol propylene

Table 5 BB ML 510, 7+ VU AEKFULEET TRIEE A EEERRE L0, K
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Table 6. Properties of Alkali Metals

Alkali Metal Energy of lonization Work Function

.. i |
Electro-Negativity ‘; Bond Energy ]
|

|

|

i

|

1
Cs 89.2 | 0.4 | a1 181~196
Rb ‘ 95.8 ‘ 05 39 2.09~2.16
K 9.5 06 427 160~2.26
Na 177 07 47 160~228
Li 1235 ‘1 038 58 | 2.42~2.49
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Fig. 7. Cas Chromatogram Fig. 8. Gas Chromato- Fig. 9. Gas Chromatogram
of the Gas Phase in the gram of the Gas Phase of the Gas Phase in the
Reactor after Reaction. in the Reactor. Reactor.
(Before replacing with Ny) (After replacing with (After replacing with Ny fol-

Ny) lowed by C,HsOH Addition)
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>[CH,=CH-CH, :] K"

. -H
CH,=CH-CH,+K" -
MD%P
CH,~CH=CH .
% [CH,=CH-CH,-CH,-CH,~CH, :] K’

CH,-CH=CH, -
~~~~~~ = CH, =CH-CH,~CH,-CH,~CH;+[CH, = CH-CH, : ] K’
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