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On the So-called “American Style” in the
Early Western Architecture in Japan

Takeshi KOSHINO
(Received September 10, 1968)

Abstract

As a preliminary part of a series of work on the early western architectural style
in Japan, the so-called “American style” which is said to have been fashionable at the
earliest time of the introductory process of the western architecture was studied.

Several references on the “American style” by Dr. Kingo Tatsuno and others were
reviewed to consider the general characteristics (Chap. 1).

When, around the Meiji-Restoration in 1868, many Japanese builders, who had studied
western architecture under the supervision of the foreigners, began to build in their own
manner, they in fact created a new style. Two trends are apparent—one style-intending
and another pragmatic. The former, represented by the Tsukiji Hotel in Tokyo (1868),
is characterized by composition of the traditional and western features throughout the
building. This seems to have flourished till about 1877. Whereas the latter, represen-
ted by many governmental offices and school buildings, shows an articulated mixture of
both features. This was adopted widely throughout Japan and it became a fundamental
trend in the westernizing of buildings in Japan (Chap. 2).

The hypothesis defining the style “American” is not yet recognized. As a preparation

for the definition are considered a few terminological problems of the word “American”

(Chap. 3).
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