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On Segmental Structure of Space Sequence-Experience

—Some Informational Aspect of Urban Space—

Katsuyuki Iimpa
(Received September 10, 1968)

Abstract

In the field of Urban Design intended to create the comfortable human environment,
spaces are concerned with the human experience. The phenomenological experience of
physical environment is communicated by sense organs. In the informations of experience
of spaces, the role of visual information is the most important as sense data. Neverthless,
we have not so many methods of the analysis of space experiences, criteria of evaluation,
and objective methods of composition on visual aspect.

In a sense, this paper is an attempt to make explicit the structure of the spatial
character and scheme of values implicit in the analysis of visual information of space
‘sequence experiences.

General experience consist of sense data, those minute neurological responses of
individual human to the external world that are the unit of perception. Through the
continuing process of grouping these units in variety of ways and combing them with
new sense data, the mind formulates and stores general concepts regarding experience.
Concept formation, the abstraction of ideas from reality, relies upon the capability of the
human mind to reduce the minutia of any sensory experience which are the essential to
the recollection and identification of the experience. Qur understanding of the natural
world around us derives from any indications of structure that the world suggests.

The changes in quality and quantity of informations of experimental spaces are
intimately related, at certain nodal point, the quality purely quantitative increase or
decrease gives rise to qualitative leaps, such as quantity beeing transformed into quality.
We distinguish segmentation on the nodal point in sequence-experienre of spaces.
Sequential experience is constructed with successive experience of these segmentations
grouping unit of visual experiences.

And this paper is attempt to explore the possibilities of application of information

theory to the analysis of space sequence experiences. This hypothesis is of particular
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interest because, if it can be substantiated, then the seemingly disparate and discrete
world of physical phenomena, biosocial behavior, and humanistic creation can, at least
from this point of view, be brought together and subsumed under a single fundamental

principle the law of entropy.
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