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Abstract

In latent class analysis, the main problem is to estimate the latent parameters. Its
difficulties are due to the fact that the number of estimated parameters is extremely large as
compared with the observations, in addition the structure ejuations are nonlinear. The
traditional methods are reduced to the eigenvalue problems. But, in some of these methods,
the estimates depend on the selection of items. In this paper, the solution is obtained by
directly solving the structure equations using M. J. D. Powell’s algorithm for the nonlinear
algebraic eguations. Because of the direct solution, this has an advantage over other solutions

reported hitherto
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