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Abstract

A stability criterion for surface-preserving modes in closed-line systems in an axisymmentrical
toroidal plasma is derived from an energ principle. The criterion is compared with a criterion
for localized modes of plasma with closed-line field.  There exists a discontinuity between
those criteria.  The stability criterion for the surface-preserving modes is represented by

elliptic quadratic curves for toroidal plasmas.
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