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Abstract

1. Developement of Early Westernized Architecture

Hokkaido, that has been colonized since the late nineteenth century, serves as an important
example to survey the trends of the early westernization of architecture at the time in Japan.
The earliest momenta were the introduction of the western architecture into Hakodate, one of
the ports newly opened in 1859, and the buildings executed by the Colonial Department chiefly
around Sapporo since 1872. The latter achieved a particularly plain type of architecture, that
defined in turn the characters of later buildings in Sapporo. While, in Hakodate they kept the
stylistic coherence until 1910s. In Otaru, there are observed characteristic buildings of the
timber-masonry construction, that stemmed from the substitution for the traditional plastered
warehouses, and developed under the influence of the western building types. Among the
fishermen’s houses near Iwanai, a rudimentary westernization appeared as early as in 1870s.
2 . Modern Architecture in the Taisho and the Early Showa Periods

This phase of architecture remains least studied, although it was particularly important,
for, at the time, early professional architects began to work in Sapporo. Among them was Max
Hinder(1887-1963), an architect born in Zurich, who executed several fascinating modes of
architecture including two missionary schools and more than five abodes.
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