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Abstract

Two themes based on a series of studies in the last few years are reported in this paper.

One is based on rural planning in Hokkaido. We have special issues on the rural planning in
Hokkaido because of the low density population and cold climate. First, we analyzed the cha-
racters of agriculture and rural living environments in Hokkaido and sought for a theory of
classification of the rural municipalities using the social indicators. Next are the results of our
survey. The life style, the social behaviour, the allocation patterns of the facilities, the existing
problems of reorganization of rural settlements in a typical rural district in Hokkaido are re-
ported.

The other is a study of modules for infants based on the observation of their behaviours
according to the physical and psychological development and we propose a flexible system of
nursery schools with due consideration to both infants and nursery school teachers.
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