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On the Phonetical Recognition of Mynah Mimic Vowels
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Abstract

It is justified to classify the mynah mimic vowels as well as human vowels from the
standpoint of the mathematical phonetical theory proposed elsewhere, where three, and
only three, effective formants are accorded to the vowel structure. In the present paper
mynah’s and her tutor’s vowels are analyzed by a soundspectrograph to extract formant
frequencies, and vowel phonemes are plotted on a projective vowel plane with axes of
the logarithm of formant frequency ratios. Though the present data are restricted and
few, the separation of phonemes are rather good and there can not be found a remarkable
difference between mynah’s and her tutor’s vowel clouds.
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