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Is the Kayanuma Railroad the First One in Japan.
Nobuto UsHizawa
(Received September 30, 1982)

Abstract

It is well known that the first railroad in Japan was laid down is Meiji 5 (1872) from Yokohama to
Shinbashi. On the other hand, there is a popular story that of Kayanuma Coal Mines in Hokkaido had
already a railroad for transportation of coal years before. It was constructed by English engineers, E.
H. M. Gower and James Scott, in Meiji 2 (1869) by the order of the Meiji Government.

It is true, in one sense, that Kayanuma Railroad was the first railroad in Japan. But it is not the
first one in another sense, because the rails used for the line were wooden rails covered with iron plates
and the wagons were selfrunning down grade by incline without the power of a steam engine. This is
stated in any book of orthodox history such as “New history of Hokkaido”. The popular story that the
first railroad in Japan was constructed in Kayanuma is still believed among people in Hokkaido as well

as in other parts of Japan. In this paper this story is studied in detail from a view point of technological

history.
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