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On the Error Rates of the Linear and Quadratic Discriminant
Functions for Small Sample Sizes
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Abstract

The LDF (linear discriminant function) and the QDF (quadratic discriminant function)
are wellknown as the discriminant functions for classifying observations. A comparison
between the performance of the LDF and QDF for multivariate normal distributions with
unequal covariance matrices has been investigated. When the sample sizes are moderate,
the error rates for the QDF are smaller than those for the LDF, and this tendency become
clear with increasing differences of covariance matrices between two populations.
However, because greater numbers of parameters are to be estimated, for the small sample
sizes, we sometimes find cases where the QDF does not have a superior performance
compared to the LDF even if the differences of covariance matrices are large.

In this paper, the asymptotic expansions of the error rates for the LDF and QDF are
obtained by the “ studentization ” method for two populations with proportional covariance
matrices~the covariance matrix of the second population is a constant multiplier of the
covariance matrix of the first one. From these expansions, we compare the expected error
rates between two discriminant functions for the sample sizes and several combinations of
the covariance matrices.
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TiRXNiz, ¥, Nakanishi & Sato? iz & » TEHEMEARbRIHEE TLIABRLRBN S Z
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BoBAExsG=1, 2, j=1, =, n) HMELRTW5, 2D L&, LDF & QDF 1314 «,
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L(x)={x—(%1+x2)/2}' S (31— x2),
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B p, FELE R HFEOIEL xS EERT B,
EEOER c L, HANE X 23EM o BT 58508 BIE 2 LDF 285 &
Pu(c; D, A)=pr[ L(x)<D*A+2A)+2cD/A+2A)|m]
LB, BEMn BT AEE1
P(c; D, AM)=pr[Lx)>—-D¥A+A1)+2 /AcD/(Q+1)|nm]
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THEE 1 OXFHERT 2 EE2 AT TH 5,
W(x)=A+A1)D L(x)—D*/(1+1)}/2
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LR,
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B=—[n'pa(a+1)+n'pa’*+m 4 a*(a+1) Ba+DDD*+p(p+1)}]d
+n (4 a® @+ DDH+An (=4 a*DH+m2{(a+1) (@’D*—p) (p—2a’D)+a
(a(a+DD*—p) (p—2a(a+1)D?}]ad?
B=mYH4aQa+1D)~(p+D}la(a+1) D%
{72 a¥(a+ 1D+ 202 a*D*H m H{a+1DH2 p+ (p—2 a*’DD*+2(a®*D*— pla?
D +a*2 p+(p—2a(a+1)DH*+2 a(a+1) (a(a+1)D*~p)D*]]1d?
B=m 2{(a+1)22+p—2 a’DH+a*Q+p—2 ala+1)D¥}a(a+1)D*d?
Bi=m{(a+1)*+a?ta®(a+1)2D*d?
B Han oW A ERTHZ LI L > T I OOTBESBE R, &2 TIHEE 3 DAL
35,
B U it BI%L
G(t)=E5 5SS Blexp(it D)X, X, St, Sol1}]
HROBRICEEZET,
P(H)=F %558 P(x,, Xz, S, )
Ik E,
@) Px,x,S,8%)
=exp[ A /(A =D {pInA + D%/ (1 — 1) —In({S:|/|S:])

» ] ) _ _ 4 . i i
- 2‘%( = f)*) = B n—2 it ey

J=1 hlj"‘

& AitChy—he) /A —1) (huﬁ_cxj'“ hsz_Czj>2]
S1-2 1 (=) /(A —1) s hej ’

SO, ms (k=1 2, =1, vy P AXNI b Xk DEET hy 12 P OBEEETH B, KER
nZK LT MSi'M=Hi(k=1,2) %7t pXp BT MHPFET D LBRET S, KL,
H % iy OABITFICTH 5o
B ¥ o EMIkORTEI RS,
V(x1, X2, S, Se)
=exp[®10) + (50 — ) B2+ tr(Si— D& +tr (S —AD ] ¥ g, p12, 21, 3) | o,
T,
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F'=(8%) (i,j=1,+p, k=12, 85=ak=1+0/2—50— (=],
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MELRDH, ZIT,
(6) @=Ex %5, Siexp[£/9+ (12— p0) >+ tr(Si— D' +tr(Se— Al ]

=14 (20) 1@+ A2n) 16200+ (n—1) "t (&) + (n—1)" ' A%r(8%°) + Os
Lich, @), (B), (6)% hikDEH

PD= éo{ar(-— i)+ by (— i)/ (1=2) + ¢, (— i)/ (A= 2i)*+ dr(— i) T/ (1= 2it)?

+ e, (— i)/ (1 —2i) (1 =26t) P+ exp(a’D¥t/(1—2i)) }+ O,
PELR, 7V =ERYECDEEEINENND,

5. HEMLEED

B p, DE, A @Y fEY AN TEE L cfER % Table1-a & Table 1-b kiR L7z, 7272 L,

Table 1-a. The principal term and coefficients of » 'and m™' for LDF.

principal term coefficient of »™! coefficient of m™!
p D*? A P Py P P2 Py Pr.
1 1 2 0.3085 0.3618 0.0660 0.0248 0.0 0.0
3 0.3864 0.0880 0.0184 0.0 0.0
4 0.4013 0.1100 0.0151 0.0 0.0
2 2 0.2398 0.3085 0.0824 0.0330 0.0 0.0
3 0.3416 0.1099 0.0250 0.0 0.0
4 0.3618 0.1373 0.0207 0.0 0.0
3 2 0.1932 0.2702 0.0890 0.0380 0.0 0.0
3 0.3085 0.1187 0.0293 0.0 0.0
4 0.3325 0.1484 0.0246 0.0 0.0
4 2 0.1587 0.2398 0.0907 0.0412 0.0 0.0
3 0.2819 0.1210 0.0325 0.0 0.0
4 0.3085 0.1512 0.0275 0.0 0.0
2 1 2 0.3085 0.3618 0.1540 0.3561 0.0489 0.0368
3 0.3864 0.0880 0.4603 0.0550 0.0345
4 0.4013 0.0220 0.5468 0.0599 0.0329
2 2 0.2398 0.3085 0.1373 0.2531 0.0610 0.0489
3 0.3416 0.1099 0.3247 0.0687 0.0468
4 0.3618 0.0824 0.3851 0.0747 0.0451
3 2 0.1932 0.2702 0.1286 0.2068 0.0660 0.0563
3 0.3085 0.1187 0.2641 0.0742 0.0550
4 0.3325 0.1088 0.3129 0.0807 0.0535
4 2 0.1587 0.2398 0.1210 0.1785 0.0672 0.0610
3 0.2819 0.1210 0.2275 0.0756 0.0609
4 0.3085 0.1210 0.2696 0.0823 0.0599
4 1 2 0.3085 0.3618 0.3301 1.0186 0.1467 0.1104
3 0.3864 0.0880 1.3440 0.1650 0.1036
4 0.4013 —0.1540 1.6101 0.1796 0.0986
2 2 0.2398 0.3085 0.2472 0.6931 0.1831 0.1467
3 0.3416 0.1099 0.9241 0.2060 0.1405
4 0.3618 —0.0275 1.1138 0.2241 0.1352
3 2 0.1932 0.2702 0.2078 0.5443 0.1979 0.1688
3 0.3085 0.1187 0.7335 0.2226 0.1650
4 0.3325 0.0297 0.8897 0.2422 0.1604
4 2 0.1587 0.2398 0.1815 0.4531 0.2016 0.1831
3 0.2819 0.1210 0.6174 0.2269 0.1828
4 0.3085 0.0605 0.7536 0.2468 0.1796
8 1 2 0.3085 0.3618 0.6821 2.3436 0.3423 0.2576
3 0.3364 0.0830 3.1114 0.3851 0.2416
4 0.4013 —0.5061 3.7368 0.4190 0.2301
2 2 0.2398 0.3085 0.4669 1.5733 0.4272 0.3423
3 0.3416 0.1099 2.1228 0.4806 0.3278
4 0.3618 —0.2472 2.5714 0.5229 0.3154
3 2 0.1932 0.2702 0.3661 1.2194 0.4617 0.3938
3 0.3085 0.1187 1.6723 0.5194 0.3851
4 0.3325 —0.1286 2.0431 0.5651 (.3744
4 2 0.1587 0.2398 0.3025 1.0024 0.4705 0.4272
3 0.2819 0.1210 1.3973 0.5293 0.4265
4 0.3085 —0.0605 1.7218 0.5759 0.4190




Table 1-b. The principal term and coefficients of »n™!
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and m™' for QDF.

HBNE >

principal term

coefficient of »™!

coefficient of m*

P D* A Poi Po: Po Pz Po: Po,
1 1 2 0.2027 0.4517 0.0912 0.0776 3.5748 - 1.7867
3 0.1675 0.4720 0.2819 0.0137 0.7725 —0.2642
4 0.1512 0.4588 0.2493 0.0468 0.4066 —0.1417
2 2 0.1824 0.3597 0.0106 0.1021 4.9755 —2.3372
3 0.1495 0.4083 0.1761 0.0235 1.1391 —0.3678
4 0.1352 0.4156 0.2188 0.0224 0.5471 —0.1440
3 2 0.1621 0.2988 0.0320 0.0812 5.9031 —2.7248
3 0.1361 0.3552 0.1092 0.0425 1.3409 —(.3968
4 0.1229 0.3760 0.1786 0.0208 0.6544 —0.1519
4 2 0.1437 0.2540 0.0479 0.0682 6.4651 —2.9673
3 0.1247 0.3116 0.0784 0.0516 1.4672 —0.3944
4 0.1130 0.3404 0.1440 0.0255 0.7260 —0.1506
2 1 2 0.2052 0.4036 0.4178 0.1356 3.4545 —1.6005
3 0.1657 0.3765 0.3686 0.1416 1.0116 —0.4494
4 0.1406 0.3409 0.2970 0.1354 0.7597 —0.4045
2 2 0.1791 0.3318 0.2528 0.1372 4.7920 —2.1286
3 0.1465 0.3342 0.3126 0.1042 1.2326 —0.4149
4 0.1269 0.3133 0.2797 0.1054 0.7897 —0.3209
3 2 0.1576 0.2796 0.1958 0.1244 5.5777 —2.4294
3 0.1314 0.2971 0.2595 0.0915 1.3821 —0.3927
4 0.1154 0.2877 0.2564 0.0880 0.8204 —0.2641
4 2 0.1382 (.2395 0.1680 0.1111 6.0512 —2.6129
3 0.1189 0.2650 0.2190 0.0856 1.4756 —0.3672
4 0.1056 0.2642 0.2326 0.0775 0.8433 —0.2205
4 1 2 0.1957 0.3400 0.6739 0.3384 3.7426 —1.8885
3 0.1406 0.2719 (.4451 0.2555 1.8725 —1.1556
4 0.1062 0.2196 0.3305 0.1892 1.5882 —1.0205
2 2 0.1688 0.2884 0.5130 0.2646 4.7090 —2.0838
3 0.1255 0.2458 0.4043 0.2096 1.8389 —0.9341
4 0.0972 0.2039 0.3125 0.1658 1.4891 —0.8618
3 2 0.1476 0.2474 0.4101 0.2256 5.2563 —2.1899
3 0.1128 0.2223 0.3632 0.1793 1.8079 —0.7707
4 0.0892 0.1893 0.2935 0.1473 1.4044 —0.7304
4 2 0.1299 0.2143 0.3420 0.1971 5.5626 —2.2387
3 0.1020 0.2013 0.3257 0.1578 1.7710 —0.6422
4 0.0821 0.1757 0.2745 0.1324 1.3293 —0.6200
8 1 2 0.1675 0.2619 0.8891 0.5877 5.6419 —3.6872
3 0.0954 0.1649 0.4715 0.3078 3.7111 —2.6328
4 0.0587 0.1090 0.2954 0.1811 2.8082 -—1,9190
2 2 0.1452 0.2279 0.7482 0.4677 5.7266 —3.1449
3 0.0863 0.1509 0.4344 0.2707 3.3799 —2.2316
4 0.0544 0.1020 0.2788 0.1661 2.5951 —1.7122
3 2 0.1272 0.1991 0.6333 0.3911 5.7091 —~2.7616
3 0.0784 0.1381 0.3992 0.2405 3.0910 —1.8966
4 0.0504 0.0953 0.2628 0.1527 2.4016 —1.5279
4 2 0.1121 0.1748 0.5423 0.3357 5.6180 —2.4631
3 0.0713 0.1265 0.3664 0.2153 2.8357 —1.6143
4 0.0468 0.0891 0.2475 0.1408 2.2252 —1.3633
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FIBE ¢ 130 & L, Tiedbb, BHHR PLicd LT e=—D/2, P LT c=D/2/1),
Table 1 2Bk D & & 3o

Po 3XU Polzi L Cc=21

D,
1 Pa & Po D

{(PIA+DYA-D/A-DTH 5,

FIROSEEIIHE I P & PO X b /&0,

2D B DBE Po bk Polnd+s nt b m ORBEOEFE Py & Poicxt+ a0l nid

K&,
fe-T, Pr=

& 25ROt AT

(Prit+Pr2)/2, Po=(Po+Pa)/2 L &, P=
T AL OO LELEIECTHFET S

PQ é: t[é{—“ N if;ggﬁﬁ ])v DZ,

Do IR n MEN L b /3w & ik

U E e » T LDF # B o & 2#Ek$ 5, Table 2 1x Table

I-a b TableI-b % HEF LM N #HEL LD TH A5 MEN 2310 L 0 b/ VB 11 HEHRE

WREL LD EBbh

50TN B0 L EDZERLL,
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Table 2. The expected sample size N such that

P :PQ
b D* 2 N b D A N
1 1 2 117.5 2 2 2 69.4
3 13.3 3 2 116.2
2 2 426.2 3 12.4
3 36.6 4 2 169.6
4 10.4 3 17.4
3 2 1314.6 4 1 2 10.6
3 91.9 2 2 24.5
4 20.7 3 2 38.8
4 2 4918.9 4 2 53.5
3 245.4 8 3 2 12.5
4 42.0 4 2 17.6
2 1 2 30.4

Table2 L W& p BETRONE N 2 E T AEHMAI DD, ZOERIEELS 5 5HE
ELDF L QDF oFHOFHDOENKREL B DIt U LD TH - TERE P LEN OBGRY
BEEHBH L T\ e, LDF & QDF 0 HOFHD2EY—FEW L THEN 2T 5 L, BEp 2
WHEEEN BZAEL AT Ebbhb, Bl LT =1, D*=1, 1=3 & p=4, D’=4, A=
21 DVWTART AEDTEDFEHDZE LI 0.028(={(0.3085+0.3865) — (0.1675+0.4720) }/2)
THEITH 0.027(={(0.1587-+0.2398) —(0.1299+0.2143)}/2) THH, {EN 1% 4, 13.3 &
53.5 TH D, 2% b, A WOBEDHE, §iFE T QDF A7 h» L whE cix LDF
EROHIEDNEE LLEESPSVHAICQDF ¥ HV 210300 S OERIUETH L &
RL T 5,
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