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Abstract

The breakdown of semi-insulating (S. I.) GaAs is investigated both experimentally and
theoretically.

All these experimental results cannot be explained by the Space-Charge-Limited
Current theory (SCLC). A new model based on the avalanche theory is proposed which can
explain all of the experiment results.

Using carefully designed sample structures with guard rings, current-voltage (I-V),
dependence of the characteristics breakdown voltage Vg, on the thickness of the substrate
and the temperature dependence of the breakdown voltage are measured.

Light emission associated with breakdown is observed for the first time. It showed a
broad spectrum covering 400 nm~900 nm.

1. #&

GaAs MBI ORBIZO S E L, ZOEREE 1 v 7 Lc T2 o 8FEMED 5
VYRS EERET ALV ANICEL TS, L L, EREIKOER & LTV S5 R8N
EROBLEIEE,  LICF OB L CHEEs R TV R, EHMENEL 251k
2, FFSECBIE L CEROEBBIERRMSME L 25> TL %, Tabb, gk GaAs &
Bit, —i 1~3kV/em OFEBEBRT T, BRSBBICHER L BBEENHEET 2HENHD,
Thick D, THEERE N TLAREHTOMI, BRAMIATLE S, ZORROBEHIIIEK,
2B HIRERE, Vwhwd SCLCHERM THEINTETWwEAH, ZOBBIET4 1 i
ENBD EFVL LB,

AEE LEC 7 > F — 7 GaAs P4k 2 O MG UE R 1< D W CERERICHRET 202, 3
MREERIMZ O TH I, ER—EFBEE L UL U TRl B 21T 58,
B EREERI SCLCHBTHETERL I EBAL 2, 8 SICEBEEPSHET 5L
WEFNLE LT, HOEAORBICL EOCERICII3EBATOLRENERE T A BRBEL ),
RESLTIE 2, ICEBIEE, 3. WEEER, 4. WHRNEBEZC DL THRRTWL 5,

2. R A&

il

2.1 HeoEslx
FHEERER E U, 72 F—7 GaAsLEC £ GEPiZE p= 107 Qem) & Hvs 7z, s



66 B EF - BOIER - KRS

guard ring
e

(a) (b)

B 1 AR RE RO s
EVi e BROES DOBEFRERD 2D EERDOES D 2238 2 L8285 5, HK iz Br
ARG = NVEROCTHER Ty F o LR o@EL, ZOES D i 460 gum 25 215 um
DHEEATEES 1, BBOBERH 1@IRTH Y F A v FHEEEL L, ZOEMIIR 1 (b) R
TEIBRT RV DEDEB Y- L, Fy POERE 2mm & Uiz, ZOsEHIR
DEIWCLUTEEL, BEXE2HELLERE E TERBRICHESE LB, BBRLyF 27K
(HzS0, 1 H:0, : HoO=3 1 1: ) C1HMEE Yy F > 27T 3, JHIIERETOBLY 25
ToRBTH S, BEIZIE Ge/Aw/Ni % s, 8x107° Torr Ll EDHZEE THE L, B33z
n%nﬂmmwmﬁﬂmﬁf@éo%@%,m%%ﬁﬁ¢T%M%5%C®ﬁgfmw%%ﬂ
HBL, A—vzary s L
£z, MEBBUIRICIIFENMER > TOBAREM S 2, T DFELDSRBIEIIE, BRI 58
BRET 57200, BB L 723 L SR - S OFE 2 H i, ZORBORE %K 2 (a) (b)
Wind . GaAs RO K, M2 (@ WRT L5, £9S1%2F—7L7 500 A@ n*GaAs @%
MBEZEIZ L VE L, REERORBEBMU LS CH — N >/ OxDBMAEE L,

guard ring

bo od]

" S L

(a) (b)

B2 FRAFERE RO

BRDO Y — 22 ORI FELERELP T T2-0MBEBEBOHRICERE 1 mm
OEBOHEHIT T, BRI VyET7HERLyF 7% (NHOH : H,0, : H,0=8: 1.4 :196)
T, TRAZESOn [@xrE L, =y F 7 O&HFE20C, 5BHETH 5,

2.2 BEE

St GaAs EROBRERE (I-V) Bk, =L 7 b o x—% (Keithley Model 617) %
AuTHELR, BIERE~Yf 700 a—FEH0OEBEEY AT AER>Tnd, HER
BEMICRLZ BB, L@ Py N2RAZER, LE2BHTHY, Licikyr—FY
TERNIBEROFGLEEN TS, BERBELRNY — L N ENIEFHENTTY, TORER
ke —5 —wc PID IR 0 T—E - 72,



H 5 GaAs B OMSBIERNC BT 2 15

photomulti- MONOCHRO-
plier tube {

i

METER
® I
A AN S Y
R & Lock-in
'“' :,,.,',_Ld" . oI Amp{) Ref. recorder
Qutput

@I

n
3 HEREEREOEE BR

MERKRR IO D SN DO FIREME AT 572012,
ABHCEE 2 EIIN L THaB R RRIc 3 ¥, K&
FRMEE TR B T 2 2 L 2E AT, FRO
SR R RIE T 21013, BCDEEN D HTEE
R IUTHIE T E RV, 2O OFIETC B
oA aRaE ORE 2 AL CHIE R TR > 72, H
EREH AR T, Bf»S0F#NIEF a v X T
I NDb, HNEEE-> OLEFEEE T
RS N5, HETFHEEE» S OES ITHEEEL°
Zo I/V s L 0EEL, Soikkay 74 >
FUTIATT B, JAUCEY, ESEFa v

o DBRIETIC L ARSI,
3. RERMER

3.1 BETFOEIKEEBERTH
B53 -VBEEOMERROBTH 5, ZOH
BOFEMROE X 1F 450 gm T, HGHEEET I3 60
VTholz, BEMEDERD I-VEE»S,
BEEE V, CEX D oBERERD R 2™
6 1R T, BEEh & MRS & bET, 2o~
76 V& D DG VieoD? Tid 7 <, I131F Voo
DY ThsdZ ehbhd, M7 ICHBWEEE V.
DR AR %73, B 1L 25°C~85°C & T

4 FEROHERFEOWESR

160 t i f/l i
10" 10° V(TO') 100 10°
v

5 BT - VES

67



68 B A - BB - REFES

]O_ 10°
B Vio< pn
r n=1.66
i Y, activation energy
i 0.06 eV
~ 10
3 . \>:-‘ \®\0\0
= \
/o’
]OI 1 1
, 25 30 35
101 . 1 1 i 1 1 1 | . 4
10" 10 1000/ T (KY
D{mm)
6 HEmEEEEV. EREOE s DOMIE 7 MRBUEERL V OBRERESE

AL, BEOLRE W ONT, ViR TE 2 085905, ZOEELZ A LF—130.06eV
THb,
3.2 SRS BRABR

MR AE S SO TTREM A IRET U2 B8, X2 OB ORNEIOEBROEE» S M5 R F
DED BTz, DL S 7 GaAs HHaiF AR L 7 DS - T, FEEMB SO
BINBELHTTHD, BAEOBESEE EHMMEEORBE 2 8107 d, BHTIEER I
BT 5 BEREEREO LS ME V. EEERILCTH D I B30T, 7, BGHEZOER
DEKIZHEST, FHLEKRT 2,

10‘7.-.
— @l M‘%’
ot ot w,
IS / l g
3 <

’ / z &
a ® a &=
LY ﬁ/ E]O’— Q‘
Pl a/ OE) ¢
—=10° g £ | o8
UZ') @,0 % Iy
w / 5ot
g wud
{ o
I |
-L—-D ! 5 1 1 t t 1 § { 1 { | 1}
= I V=60V "%50 400 450 500 550 600 €50 700 750 800 850 900

: WAVE LENGTH (nm)
:/V[=63v
10-9 L1 A N N B N N B N B 9 FHDANT RS
525 575 630690 760 830 91.0 100

V{v)
8  FLDORSHEE & ENINEL OBR



it GaAs SEHE MG BT 2 43 69

COFRNEDDHFUEEAHIOWRT, ZOFERE»Sb»B LI, IOFKNXDART P VIZIEE
W7u—RThD, 2, IERFREVWIAINE—ESEEA TS,

4. EERINEE

BIEI Cl R REBEREOHE 22 L DD L, RO 3D b,
1) Tv—2o5y BEV EERD OBRKIE VoD TH S,
2 7v—2o¥ T BEV BIEDREREEF > T, mEEb AV F—12006eV TH 3B,
(3) Fv—2rFvacid, EEE T o— RRREEIES,
uTm,znawiﬁﬁ%ﬁ AR O MBI L L TREEL S BT ARS R T L
ZEREEHIRER (SCLC) HEHTHETE 2 0% F ¥EET 5,
ZeE B R HIRR R R 12 19564 Murray A. Lampert (2 & DB 8 1LV, i 2 LAET»
5 FEERI I BRHEBE TS 5T AR10(a) D & 5 R EHEEE 23T 2 0o iRl ah

' /

L/
Ohmic Al
v,
v Y
(a) (b)

10 BRSO #0745 1 -~ VER 4 (a) £ SCLC & 7L (b)

b DTH D, Fhuigik GaAs DBRBEERMH LR IOHERDH 2 3V EF v V7 2FE LI
BIEMERDT TSN T & 72, SCLC #HigOBIEIZRDHEY TH 2, Thbb, Mgt
Fv ISR L TCHEEL TWA ERET 5, %ﬂﬁ@f’&’), IITHEROERABEOFEIEFT
HY, FIYTREFI I STHIELLED, ZOLE, TV IHEEME M Ty TEAOH
SHTEBIR B EE L L HREINIC L D, ZORBEOBR  BEREEEIOM O L0 2=ZAEO
ACHIR SN S Z e nErnd, ZOZAERERT 2 3EORIEENEFNA — L8] (IeoV),
Child Bl (Ieo V?) & ZERIBERHIREBEIRM TH 5, 4 — LMIZEBEROH AR Y 75, Child Al b
5v7ﬁﬁﬁb@w@W@%ﬁ%&b¢o%mma&k,%Lﬁ LIIEIBEARTOBF NI v S
MWEFIC LD EHELs N L ECHIET %, M2y 7RO ONS &, T v 70k nif
BAEFEUCHERE D, 2B Child AliciE> L 5wk b, BEX, BFOE7 =0

P



70 B HEF] - BBIZEEE - KBS

SUMEND Ny PENE O FCH20TIEHENT, Py 7OINFIRERERE, BT

DEAV_RABEINEL, En<E TH D, HADOHEK EH1IZ En>EcEBR T 215481013, 55

E’J&?b7/7°c’57ﬁ4k R R L C, RoE& H ofEsEsbobh s, BRI OERII N T vy 70
WEMEBEVELFEZEC R I EIZWIETHR Y, WTFNIK LT, SREREEEE, oy

7#%% = FTHEHD O E SICHIET 5, 20k 52, SCLCERBOBMI, MSHREF V,

B, LTy TETRCEDBIODEE, Wb trap-filled limit voltage Vop, THZ 5N 3
EZH5HHb, D Ve EEROEE D OMGRRKRATE 250 3,

V{:VTpL:qNL D2/2€ (1)

IR QRERNERE, NNBZrNSy 7EBETH S,

BT, EREEBROLEEHEA D 2:, EETIHH 6D LI VoD Lir oz, 21D
VicoD? & —8 L Tl 7z, Elﬁﬁ’]h FWEbLERZ D, 22T, R LD, 6 DEEET—
SEMFEST, Poyv TIEERTET S

Ny=2eV,/gD*=43x10" cm™

D, COMEITEEICH S LT 584850 GaAs ERo N o v FEBETH S 10°~10% cm™ &
10~ FEDENH L, 20, REFERENTIIELIEL LBV, 251, ROTHE, Ve
ERFEEIE 2V TTH S, EEICE, M7 IORT &5 CHERREREESED s, &
7z, SCLC £ 7 0 TREIE CFHL D 2w, EETIIES, M9 ORTO L 5 R0
KD oI, TOL W, ZOEBERIE, $XTSCLCEFLE—KLEWI E8bh b

Bl BFHEA L/ Y FOHAD

11, KX CRET 2R CEET TV ER L, K11(a) 3 ZRER O % WIkEE, (b) ik
B OEASNIZBTNE 7y &k, ZEEHBED, N Nl - R ER T, T4
bbb, BRBRETAE, SCLCE=FN LERICEFORELE 2 20, B2 AR3EROY L E
MBAHEFROEFEICH B, SCLCHE TR N 7 v 7HRLEfED S W-EE, BRI D L35 &3 528,
BENBREFTLTE, MIIOM)YO LS /vy Ffis- ¢, EEHBAOBRNE 2D, 208
B PnBROBREFICGET 2 L, FARK I VEBWESE IR EEZ2 S5, ZORIEPHER
EFMTENE, TRTC Ty IHHET 2RI TSMEERECEL 2 Lo, BB ~ Ty
TEEORKELZT—ENEToND, £, BRIENERELVEDRERKE L DI &, pn#E
EETEILHONTVAIETHEY, 801, BIEMBEEIEGEVI AV F —KoE2 b D7 a—F
BEEMED L b —RIRHBRTHEO, TD L DI, AR OEBRBEEIL, HL LRI EBR
TTFNTHERLSBETES, ZOETF NV, Bz 07— 7 a8 ag R O RS EY
SEHL - EF A BN TR IO, c R FLCKREEMNEEDANS I EICED, K DH—
Wk iRy BT 2RSS H 5, BTE, 20X I RFRTIOET NVDOERIEHK



Rtk GaAs B O BRI B 5 2 Mist

ShThH B,
2 E Xk

1) M. A. Lampert, Phys. Rev., Vol. 10, pp. 1648 (1956)

2) M. A. Lampert, Proc. IRE, Vol. 50, pp. 1781 (1962)

3) R.W. Haisty and P. L. Hoyt, Solid-state Electron., Vol. 10, pp. 795 (1967)

4) M. llegems and H. J. Queisser, Phys. Rev. B12, 1443 (1975)

5) H.Okushi, J. Appl. Phys. 48, 5311 (1977)

6) K. Kitkhara, K. Nakai, A Shibatomi and S. Ohkawa, Appl. Phy. Lett., Vol. 32, pp. 260 (1978)
7) J. Jimenez-Lopez, J. Bonnafe, and J. P. Fillard J. Appl. Phys. 50 (2), 1150, 1979

8) C.R.Crowell and S. M. Sze, Appl. Phys. Lett. 9, 242, 1966

9) H. Adachi and H. L. Hartnagel J. Vac. Scl. Technol,, 19 (3), 427, 1981
10) H. Hasegawa, T. Kitagawa, T. Sawada, and H. Ohno, Electron. Lett. Vol. 20, pp. 561 (1984)
11) H. Hasegawa, T. kitagawa, T. Sawada, and H. Ohno, Inst. Phys. Conf. Ser. Vol. 74, pp. 521 (1985)

71



