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The Relationship between Patient Bed Arrangement and the Intensity of
Nursing Care Needs in Acute Care Wards
—An Examination of the Distances between Staff Stations and Patient Beds and the Types of Patient Rooms—

Reina WATANABE, Sadako YOSHIMURA
(Faculty of Health Sciences, Hokkaido University)

Abstract

The objective of this study was to clarify the relationship of a staff station (hereafter abbreviated as
SS) to the arrangement of patient beds, including the types of rooms and distances between the SS and the
patient beds in acute care wards.

The study was conducted in two wards of an acute care hospital. The following aspects were stud-
ied: the nursing care needs of each patient, and the distances between the SS and the patient beds in the
wards.

The following results were obtained:

1. The values of nursing care needs (A), which included monitoring and treatment, were significantly
higher in single rooms than in rooms with four patients in both wards.

2. It was thought that if the patient monitoring and medical care could be performed at nurse corner,
the nursing administrators arranged the patient beds for the higher values of nursing care needs (A) without
taking into consideration the distance between the SS and the patient beds.

3. The values of nursing care needs (B), which assessed the necessity for levels of daily life assis-

tance, were affected by the distance between the SS and the bed or the type of room in one ward.

Key words : acute care ward, patient bed arrangement, nursing care needs, types of patient rooms, staff sta-

tion
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