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Abstract

The Class and Orientation in Leisure : Focus on The Modern England

This paper aims to explain three main issues which are as follows. First of all, this
paper examines that how leisure was established in the history of England. Secondly,
focusing on the class system in the modern English society, this paper discusses whether
the class consciousness was fundamentally connected with orientation in leisure or not.
Lastly, this thesis makes an attempt to analyze what kind of relationship each class had
with pastimes.

In the days of agricultural society, the peasants’ pace of life was very slow and their
working rhythm was controlled by the weather. Sometimes they had spare-time off their
work and enjoyed various kinds of traditional holidays and popular entertainments. All
theses pastimes are rooted in custom and habit, and people were partly obliged to
participate in the feasts both the aristocracy and the people reconfirmed the solidarity of
community. The reason they took part in traditional activities was to keep the
community together. Therefore, the shared traditional activities seemed to enable
communication between the nobles and plebeians.

In the modern society, the new work rhythm started over time, and it caused the
England society to be in industrial capitalism. It was an enormous change for the
working class who had been lived in the agricultural society. People were enabled to use
“free time” independently instead of spare time. At this time, the middle class who
assumed control of the society considered their values as universal. They tried to instill
rational recreation into the working class, but, it was less successful than the middle
class expected

In the late 19th century, commercial entertainments were brought in England, and
the working class people preferred them to rational recreation. In the case of England,
seaside resorts were developed on a large scale and were very popular beyond the social
divides. That is obviously because here were multiple elements in the seaside resorts
which served the needs of each class. As a result, the seaside resorts that were
popularized by the commercial entertainment industry made remarkable progress in
the modern England.

The development of the seaside resorts is considered to have contradicted the
Victorian values which were based on moderation, and besides, it might be that the
communication between the middle class and the working class was lost in the modern

time.



