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Public Assistance Allowances and

the Sustainability of Local Public Finances

ISHII Yoshiharu®

Abstract

Rapid escalation of expenditure for public assistance by the increase in the recipients
had serious influence on local public finance. Furthermore, the fiscal deterioration in
specific municipalities is aggravating by difference expansion of the protection rate
between municipalities. The aim of this paper is to provide an outline of Japan’s
present public assistance system which plays one of central roles in the nation’s
welfare system, and to summarize the actual circumstances of the difference between
municipalities.

This paper observes the major cities (large cities and core cities, mainly), and
focuses the per capita difference of a protection rate, the consultation number of cases,
and public assistance allowances. Especially the following matters were clarified about
the influence which it has on system management. 1. Urban centralization of recipient
in all prefectures. 2. Positioning of welfare allowances in local public finance. 3.
Fiscal deterioration. From these results, the validity of the present role assignment that

a municipality bears is considered.

Keywords

Public Assistance, Local Public Finances
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