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A Contrastive Study of Role Language in Japanese and Korean:
Original and Translated Manga

JuNG Hyeseon (Nagasaki University of Foreign Studies)

The purpose of this paper is to facilitate realistic translations of Japanese-Korean and Korean-Japanese.
Accerdingly an attitude survey of native speakers from both countries, as well as a usage investigation of
Manga (in original and translation) were conducted.

The following seven hypotheses were verified from the analysis: (1) Role langauge is used more in
Japanese than in Korean. (2) For Japanese native speakers, knowledge about role language is not efficiently
employed enough in manga translated from Korean. (3) For Korean native speakers, knowledge about role
language seldom appears in Korean manga nor in translations of Japanese works. (4) Even if native speakers
from either country read the same passage of original and translated manga, il is unclear whether they would
gain the same impression. (5) Features of gender tend to appear in Japanese role language, whereas features
of age difference tend to appear in Korean role language. (6) Both in Japanese and Korean, local dialect serves
as a key factor in defining characters. (7) The distinctive flavor of historical period in a story is easily lost in
the translation process.

Key words: role language, translation, impression, wording, sentence final expressions
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