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The use of plural suffixes ‘-tachi’ and ‘-ra’:
Based on the analysis result of the scenarios

Hyeseon JUNG (Osaka Prefecture University)

The purpose of this research is to clarify the use of the plural suffixes ‘-tachi’ and ‘-ra’. One’s
choice will depend on area (geographical location), sex, and listeners’ participation.

The following three were verified as a result of the analysis: (1) “-ra’ is used more in the western
area ‘Kansai' than the eastern area ‘Kanto'; (2) In the eastern area ‘Kanto’, ‘-ra’ is used more by men
than women; (3) In the eastern area ‘Kanto’, ‘-ra’ is used more frequently when one isn’t including the
listener in the first person plural.

Key Words: personal pronoun, area, sex, listeners’ participation
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