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Present Trends and the Future of Fisheries

Prof. Daniel Pauly
Fisheries Center, University of British Columbia
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The period following end of the Second World War saw massive catch increases in the whole
world, particularly in the 1960s. However, crashes due to overfishing began to be reflected in
global catch trends in the 1970s, and intensified in the 1980s and 1990s. In response, the
industrialized countries of the Northern Hemisphere, where overfishing-induced catch
declines appeared first, moved their effort toward deeper waters, and toward the South, i.e. to
the coasts off developing countries, and beyond into the Southern Hemisphere, all the way to
Antarctica. Now, at the end of the 21st Century's fist decade, the global expansion of fisheries
is completed, and global catch, which peaked in the late 1980s, continues to decline, while the
collateral damage to marine ecosystems and biodiversity continues to increase, along with
subsidy-driven fishing effort. Several factors act to prevent the public in developed countries
from realizing the depth of the crisis fisheries are in, notably the increased imports by
developed countries of seafood from developing countries, and the misleading perception that
aquaculture can substitute for declining catches. The widespread failure to respond decisively
to these clear trends bode ill for the next decades, when the effects of global warming
(declines of fisheries catch potential in the tropics and widespread disruptions at high
latitudes), now only an excuse for the results of mismanagement, will begin to seriously
impact on fisheries and global seafood supply.
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CV of Dr. Daniel Pauly

Dr. Daniel Pauly is a Professor of Fisheries at the University of British Columbia's Fisheries
Centre since 1994, and was its Director from 2003 to 2008, after many years at the
International Centre for Living Aquatic Resource Management (ICLARM), then in Manila,
Philippines.

Dr. Pauly, whose work is mainly dedicated to the management of fisheries, and to ecosystem
modeling, authored over 500 scientific articles, book chapters and shorter contributions, and
authored or edited over 30 books and major reports These documents present concepts,
methods and software which are in use throughout the world. This applies notably to the
ecosystem modeling approach incorporated in the Ecopath software (see www.ecopath.org)
and to FishBase, the online encyclopedia of fishes (see www.fishbase.org). In the last 10
years, his emphasis has focused on the impact of fisheries, and increasingly, of global
warming, on marine ecosystems and (sea-)food security, topics that are investigated by the
Sea Around Us Project, of which he is the Principal Investigator (www.seaaroundus.org).
Dr. Pauly, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (Academy of Science) since 2003, has
received numerous awards for this work, notably the Award of Excellence of the American
Fisheries Society (2004), the International Cosmos Prize from the Expo '90 Foundation of
Japan (2005), the Volvo Environmental Prize from the Volvo Foundation, Stockholm, the
Excellence in Ecology Prize, Germany (2007) and the Ramon Margalef Prize from the
Government of Catalonia. Numerous profiles of Dr. Pauly were published, notably in Science
(2002), Nature (2003), The New York Times (2003), Le Monde (2009) and El Pais (2009).



