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How do Japanese learners create an open syllable
in loanwords ? :
a case of non-English speakers

KOBAYASHI, Mina

This study focuses on the question of how Japanese learners create an
open syllable to, adapt English words into Japanese loanwords. A test
consisted of 48 English words required them to speil out in katakana, and
it was conducted on 17 non-English native speakers who enrolled am
elementary Japanese class. The answers were fed into a personal computer,
from which I generated a Student-Problem Score Table (S-P table) .
Through careful observation of S-P table I identified the following three
points :

1) In spite of the differences of their native languages, answers of 17

subjects in this study have same features.

2) Though most of rules about creation open syllables have same
features, the rules related to consonants [t/ d ./ d3./ tf/ m]
were different.

3) It is possible to say that the rules on the following consonants are
hard to acquire to Japanese learners: [k] which is followed the
front vowels, [tf d3.§.781, [D] which placed at the end of
syllable, [p] which placed head or middle of syllable and [t]
which follows [u] .

From these findings above, we may say that the marked rules considered
“marked” from a phonological point of view can be also treated as “marked”
from an acquisition point of view. It is also suggested that the variation
among the subjects of this study reflects a longitudinal process of the

acquisition of Japanese,




