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The Aquisition of Syntax by a Child
Learning Japanese as a Second Language:
A Longitudinal Case Study

ITO, Sanae

The purpose of this study is to investigate the acquisition of syntax by
a child learning Japanese as a second language, through a longitudinal
case study. The child's spontanious utterances were analyized. For
20-month-observation, it was found that the mean length of uterance, the
mean score of T-units per utterance, and the types of syntax increased. On
the other hand, the mean score of S-nodes per T-unit has not shown
remarkable change. Those results indicate that the child’s utterances have
developed from word-level to sentence-level. It was also found that the
acquisition of complex syntax was slow in progress. In addition, the types

of syntax used by the informant increased but still were limited.




