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A study of the "te iru” form of verbs of thinking

ABE, Yasuko

The purpose of this study is to identify the differences between the “te
iruw” and “ru” forms of verbs of thinking, omou/kangaeru/shinjiru/wakaru,
used in first-person vs second- or third-person subject sentences.

In first-person subject sentences,where the speaker is the thinking
person,’ru” forms are commonly used.

In second- or third-person subject sentences (except question sentences),
where the speaker is not the thinking person,the verbs change their
meaning and behave similarly to action verbs such as “taberu/miru/yomu/
keru” etc. With action verbs, the “ru” form does not refer to the time of
speaking; this is done by the “te iru” form. The “te iru” form of thinking
verbs, in second- or third-person subject sentences, similarly refers to the
time of speaking. This difference leads to the use of the “te iru” form in

sentences like “Rao-san wa ashita ame da to omotte iru”.



