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Learning activities in kanji class:
Discussion from the viewpoint of a
cognitive psychological model

KOBAYASHI, Yoshiko

What activities should be used in kanji classes ?

Although kanji learning has been a major issue in Japanese language
education, there have been few discussions about learning activities in
class. Explanations about kanji, rendering kanji words from hiragana and
vice versa form the main parts of most teaching materials. This paper aim
to analyze and discuss kanji learning activities from the viewpoint of
learner’s information processing. Kanji are composed of three parts, shape,
sound and meaning. “Explanations about kanji”, “writing kanji words in
hiragana” and “writing hiragana words in kanji” are insufficient to tie
shape - sound- meaning together, and to permit students to memorize and
to utilize kanji knowledge. Learners must do “deep” information processing
at the stage of memorization and practice in order to retrieve kanji
knowledge in class, and kanji activities should be designed to achieve this.
Activities should also be chosen according to learner’s level taking into

account differences in attention focus.
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