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Teacher talk in a Japanese class
at beginning level:
How does a teacher elicit learners’ output ?

ITO, Sanae

The purpose of this study is to examine how a teacher’s questions elicit
learners’ output in a Japanese class at beginning level. The data was
recorded in the classroom of a Japanese intensive course using
taperecorders and a video camera. The teacher’s questions were grouped
into RQs (referential questions) and DQs (display questions). Learner's
RQs instructed by the teacher were categorized as deputized RQs. The
findings are that (1) RQs showed the highest frequency, compared to other
questions: (2) constituents were omitted more frequently in learners’
answers than in questions; (3) DQs were used in different contexts of

activity from RQs and deputized RQs.
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