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Comparing teachers’ and ordinary Japanese
speakers’ evaluation of Japanese learners’
performance in conversation

KOIKE, Mari

This study focuses on the question of how ordinary Japanese speakers
evaluate Japanese learners’ performance in conversation. For this purpose,
we showed video recordings of learners’ role-plays to two Japanese native
speakers and asked their views on learners’ performance. We then
analyzed the similarities and differences between their viewpoints and
those of Japanese teachers.

The ordinary Japanese speakers paid attention, not to the accuracy of
grammar, but rather to various other elements which facilitate smooth
communication. They also tended to evaluate learners’ performance
according to the lebel of their Japanese ability.

Based on this survey we conclude that various communication skills
should be included, in addition to grammatical items, in Japanese language

conversation syllabuses for elementary learners.
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