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How do ordinary Japanese speakers
evaluate learners’ Japanese ?

HARADA Akiko

In the Japanese intensive course at Hokkaido University, we have been
developing conversation materials for beginners, with role-play being used
as a test of conversational ability. However, both the materials and the
evaluation of this test are based solely on the viewpoints of Japanese
language teachers, and it is possible that these do not reflect the viewpoints
of ordinary Japanese speakers.

In this study, we showed video recordings of six role-plays to two
Japanese native speakers and asked them what points of learners’
performance particularly caught their attention.

As a result, we found that Japanese native speakers tended to pay
attention to (1) good points rather than bad points of learers’ Japanese, and
(2) conversational strategies such as aizuchi, and opening and closing

devices, rather than the accurate use of grammar or vocabulary.
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