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Criteria for evaluating the conversational
performance of learners of Japanese

NAKAGAWA, Michiko and ISHIJIMA, Masako

This study is concerned with the evaluation of progress during the
process of learning a second language and, in particular, with differences in
the criteria of progress as evaluated by Japanese language teachers and
ordinary Japanese speakers.

The study is based on the comments of Japanese language teachers and
ordinary Japanese speakers concerning two role plays performed by
Japanese learners on different dates.

The main results obtained are as follows:

(1) For ordinary Japanese speakers, non-verbal aspects of communication
are important as well as verbal aspects.
(2) Japanese language teachers on the whole have a tendency to place

emphasis on linguistic expression.
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