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Re-examination of -TA BAKARI:

From a semantic point of view

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

In this paper, the author re-analyzes the semantic features in the sememe
of the Japanese aspectual expression ~TA BAKARI, using the methodology
for semantic analysis in Kunihiro (1982).

As a result, a third semantic feature (negative evaluation after -TA
BAKARD) is discovered, in addition to the two semantic features
(immediately after) and {continuation/duration of condition) presented in
Nakamura (1990). However, this new semantic feature includes a fuzzy
element in its connotation, and needs much further investigation.

In addition, it is found that 70% of occurrences of “TA BAKARI are in
the structure {~TA BAKARI NO + noun) and 6% in a structure with a
disjunctive coordinate comjunction. On the basis of this data, it seems
necessary to rewrite grammatical explanations and examples in Japanese

textbooks.



