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Auditory perception of long
and short vowels by beginning learners
of Japanese in relation to duration time

NAKAGAWA, Michiko and FUTAMURA, Toshiya

An analysis of errors in kanji reading tests showed vowel shortening and
vowel lengthening by beginning learners of Japanese.

A listening comprehension test focussing on phonological length showed
tendencies for vowel shortening to occur more often in the first syllable
than in the last syllable of two-syllable words, and vowel lengthening to
occur more often in the last syllable than in the first syllable. It also
showed that differences of accent and the presence of palatalized sounds
affected learners’ perception of length contrasts.

To investigate the cause of these tendencies in errors of auditory
perception, the actual duration time of Japanese sounds was measured and
analyzed in comparison with errors made by learners. The results showed
that there appears to be a close relation between the tendencies of errors in

auditory perception by learners and actual duration time.




