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What type of learners’ spoken Japanese
irritates native speakers 7:
Comparing learners’ and native speakers’ spoken Japanese

in the communicative act of requesting

KOIKE, Mari

This paper is a attempt to study what type of learners’ spoken Japanese
irritates native speakers and how learners’ and native speakers’ spoken
Japanese differ in the communicative act of requesting. Five native non-
teachers watched video-taped roleplays of three Japanese learners and
evaluated their performance in terms of their own impressions. Learners’
spoken Japanese was analyzed on the basis of the comments and compared
with two native speakers’ spoken Japanese.

The results suggest that non-teachers are irritated by () overuse of the
sentence-final particle "ne”, especially at the end of phrases, @ the method
of introducing requests, 3 the expression of the request, and @ discourse
with low negotiation. Compared with native speakers’ spoken Japanese,
learners’ Japanese showed (D less speech acts which express hesitation for
imposing on the listener, @ less speech acts which express reduction of the

imposition on the listener, and 3 less negotiation according to the listener’s

response.




