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Native speakers’ reactions to learners’ use of
gestures in oral narrative production

YANAGIMACHI, Tomoharu

This study examined the reactions of native speakers of Japanese to
learners’ use of gestures during oral narrative production. Video clips in
which learners were telling stories were shown to Japanese-speaking judges
with and without gestural information. Unlike the results reported in
previous studies, the presence of gestural information did not uniformly
raise native speakers' evaluation of learners’ performance. Rather, native
speakers reacted in different ways to learners’ use of gestures: frequent
use of gestures drew positive reactions from native judges with regards to
the comprehensibility of narratives and speakers' attitudes as story tellers,
but resulted in negative evaluations and comments in connection with
learners’ linguistic ability. It appears that native speakers believe that
gestures are typically used by learners of low proficiency levels in order to

compensate for their lack of linguistic ability.

— 114 —




