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The Prototype of the Japanese Adversative Passive

YAMASHITA, Yoshitaka

In order to better understand the adversative passive in Japanese, this
papaer establishes a prototype of this kind of Japanese passive sentence.

First of all, the adversative passive appears in the main clause, not in a
subordinate clause, with a restriction on subject nouns.

The agent of the action in this construction is expressed with the particle
NI, not with NIYOTTE, which usually appears in neutral passive sentences.

Adversative passive sentences are parallel to TE MORAU benefactive
sentences ; when they are generated, one new argument is added to their
original simple sentences:

A-ga B-wo suru — C-wa A-ni B-wo shite-morau / sareru

They show the same restrictions on their subject nominatives selected.

Adversative passive sentences and TE MORAU sentences express no
benefactive result and benefactive result of an action respectively.

Finally it is suggested that the adversative passive forms a part of

MODALITY expressions in Japanese.




