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Overlapping talk between international students and staff
at a Japanese university :

A qualitative analysis of naturally occurring conversation in Japanese

Machiko Tomita

This study examined naturally occurring conversation in Japanese
between international students and staff members at a university in Japan.
It investigated how interaction between second-language speakers (L2Ss)
of Japanese and native speakers (NSs) was constructed with special focus
on their overlapping talk. In this study, their conversation was
qualitatively analyzed within the framework of Conversation Analysis.

The result of the analysis suggests that they were paying constant
attention to their interlocutors’ verbal cues as well as other resources
available in the context where interaction took place. The present study
Ulustrates how both the L2Ss and NSs played the roles of speaker and
listener simultaneously in interaction, and co-constructed  their

conversation.




