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On tense -~ marking TA and aspect —marking TA

Yoshitaka YAMASHITA

The Japanese TA form has two functions: marking tense and aspect.
When the TA form appears with past time adverbs, it implies past tense.
On the other hand, when it appears with aspectual adverbs like MOU or
MADA, it implies aspectual meanings.

1) Kinou Otaru-ni itta.
2) Mou Otaru-ni itta.

The negative forms of tense marking TA and aspect marking TA are said

to be NAKATTA and -TE INAI respectively.
3) Kinou Otaru-ni ikanakatta.
4) Mada Otaru-ni itteinai.
But two foreign graduate students at Hokkaido University reported that
this rule is often invalid in daily conversation:
5) Kinou osake-wo nomimashita-ka?
6) lie, ? nomimasendeshita / nondeimasen / ?? nomanakattadesu. /
nondenaidesu.

In this article 1 propose one condition on the appropriate use of the
NAKATTA / MASENDESHITA forms, and conclude that these forms are
possible only when a past context is shared by both the speaker and the
hearer in the conversation. I also mentioned the correlation between the
past context and the A series demonstratives, which imply shared
knowledge between the speaker and the heaer. Finally I comment on the

appearance of the NODA construction in past tense sentences.



