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The function of Japanese no—da
in the theory of territory of information

NAKANO, Yuri

This paper aims to explore the function of no-da in the model of Kamio's
(2002) theory of territory of information.

Two reasons why wno-da cannot be located in this model have been
offered by Kamio (2002). We re-examine these reasons and claim that
information of no-da sentences is indeed located in the speaker’s territory.
Though direct forms are also used to indicate that information is in the
speaker’s territory, there is a difference between no-da and direct forms.
Information expressed by direct forms indicates an objective judgment that
the information meets the conditions to be in the speaker’s territory. On the
other hand, mo-da indicates that the information is in the speaker’s
territory based on the speaker’s subjective judgment. There is thus no
necessity for information in no-da sentences to meet the conditions which
are needed for information with direct forms. This function of no-da also
allows no-da to be used in sentences with indirect forms. No-da with
indirect forms indicates that information supposed to be out of the
speaker’'s territory is in speaker’s territory by his/her judgment. From the
above discussion we conclude that no-da can indeed be located in the model

of territory of information.



