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A study of the conjunction de

ISHIJIMA, Masako and NAKAGAWA, Michiko

The aim of this study is to clarify the usages of de, commonly viewed as
a contracted form of the conjunction screde, through the analysis of a
corpus consisting of presentations at scientific meetings.
The findings were:

{1)  de appeared much more frequently than sorede.

(2) Various usages of de were found. In addition to consequence, and
addition, these included exemplification, supplementation, topic-change,
and contrast. A further function of de, that of filler, is also suggested.
This wide range of use can be seen as an important factor in (1),

(3) de appeared most frequently in sections of the presentation

explaining methods and results of experiments.



