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A philological study of “Nippongo Kaiwa Tokuhon”
edited by the Japanese Military Placation Squad
— About the editing process —

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

This paper investigates philologically the processes of editing and
publication of “Nippongo Kaiwa Tokuhon (Reader for Japanese Conversation)”
edited by the Japanese Military Placation Squad during the Sino-Japanese
War from 1931 to 1945, The author presents the differences among five
texts including “Nippongo Kaiwa Tokuhon™ discovered recently at the Peking
Municipal Archive in China, and examines the probable periods of
publication through the differences of printing types, covers/back covers
and misprints, especially the errors of phonetic spellings. As a result of
investigation, the following points are presumed:

1) the first edition was written and published by the member(s) of the
Placation Squad from the South Manchurian Railway Co. Ltd. and the
other editions were revised by member(s) employed by public
advertisement from February of 1938.

2 ) the text of volume 1 discovered in Peking is the fourth edition edited
by Shinminkai after the break-up of the Placation Squad.

3) there is a possibility that Chinese staf{ participated in the editing of
the text of volume 1, fourth edition.

4 ) the third edition and the fourth edition of volume 2 were published
and made by the same printer.

Finally, as future research issues, further examination regarding the
cooperation of Chinese staff and the continual investigation of the textbooks

and documents will be needed.



