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Presupposition of Japanese modal adverbs:

The case of adverbs in subordinate clauses
NISHI, Mariko

‘The purpose of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of some
Japanese modal adverbs, including sekkaku,amari, ikura, donnani and

moshi. They have three syntactic common features as follows:

1) They include a speaker's presupposition.
2) They appear in the subordinate clause of a complex sentence.

3) They influence the modality of the main clause.

These modal adverbs are difficult for learners of the language to master.
They are difficult to translate exactly, and their nuances cannot be
captured by mere paraphrases.

This paper maintains that these modal adverbs should be taught as a
group to Japanese learners, and that it is essential to consider them from a

syntactic as well as from a semantic point of view.



