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Towards a re-examination of methodology
in the historical study of Japanese language teaching (1)

The ‘discussion’ between Yasuda and Matsuoka, and some other issues

NAKAMURA, Shigeho

In this paper, the author critically examines a ‘discussion’ between
Toshiaki Yasuda and Hiroshi Matsuoka originating from a symposium held
at the Society for Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language Academic
Conference in 2002. Matsuoka criticized Yasuda's comment on the future of
the historical study of Japanese language teaching. He insisted on the
universality of language teaching based on the comparison of Comenius
with Kiichiro Yamaguchi in the field of pedagogical thought and teaching
methods. However, it is pointed out that Matsuoka made an unfair low
evaluation of Yasuda's comment, an inappropriate comparison beween
Comenius and Yamaguchi, and a narrow interpretation of Yamaguchi's
textbook. Moreover, the author criticizes this evaluation and interpretation
since it seems to be caused by a feeling of retaliation for the criticisms
against Japanese language teaching from Yasuda and Takeshi Komagome. In
addition, the author also points out and criticizes an inconsistent attitude of
Matsuoka and Masaaki Seki in that they criticized Japanese language
teaching outsiders (Yasuda and Komagome) yet make no criticism against
insiders. Finally, the author advocates the necessity of learning from
historians and for criticism against a discourse lacking in understanding of

Japanese language teaching.



