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Mid-term Report of the Hokudai Nihongo Evening Course

YAMASHITA, Yoshitaka, HOMMA, Junko and TANAKA, Satomi

Hokkaido University Nihongo Evening Course was designed for all the
international students and researchers and their families who want to learn
Japanese. This course is characterized by its flexibility of the schedule
and course design. There is no placement test, no fixed textbook, nor
homeworks. Its instructors are not professionals, but volunteers.

The Evening Course consists of "Pre-class”, "Individual Class” and
"Post-class Sessions”. All students participate in the "Pre-class” to begin
with. Afterwards, they can choose an "Individual Class”, based on their
needs or interests. Each "Individual Class” has more than 5 students and
continues for three to five weeks. After finishing their language classes,
students can also enjoy "Post-class sessions”, talking with Japanese people.

The course has been so popular that more than twenty students have
always been participating in the activities, We believe this course’s
system can serve as a model for other voluntary based Japanese language
courses, because we accept new students at any time, and students can join

whenever they want.



