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Current State of Administrative Reform

—The Progress and Further Problems —

OKAMOTO Masakatsu

Abstract
This paper examines characteristics of Japanese administrative reforms since the 1990s.
These reforms can be classified into three main subgroups. They include downsizing,
redefinition of government role, and strengthening internal control. The recent emergence of
the latter two types demonstrates that the goal of Japanese administrative reform has expanded
to include changes to the function of the government. This enlarged scope of reforms reflects
changes to the structure of Japanese society since the completion of “catch up” with advanced

economies.
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