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Transition and Reformation of Rural-Urban Relations in Thailand: From the Perspective of Social

Exclusion and Inclusion

Yoshihide Sakurai

This paper reviews research in rural sociology, sociology of regions and communities
and Thai studies which study the transition and reformation of rural—urban relations in Thailand,
and then illustrates the agenda of modern Thai society from the perspective of social exclusion
and inclusion. This concept has been widely used in Europe to integrate socially excluded people
such as ethnic minorities, jobless persons, and disabled people into civil society through workfare
rather than welfare. Even developing countries have recently begun to use this idea which has
displaced the concept of poverty and underdevelopment and focused on inequality and unbalanced
industrialization. As a society attains more developed country status with the maturation of
democracy and communications media, people tend to feel relative deprivation rather than absolute
deprivation and then demand social equity and social inclusion policy from the government through
social and political movements

When we apply this social system methodology to Thai society, the relations between rural
and urban areas could be considered not as a dichotomy but as a continuum. Migration from rural
to urban areas strengthens their politico—economic relations and standardizes the consumerism
of the urban lifestyle in rural areas. Moreover, progress in regional development by governments
as well as NGOs/NPOs and the influx of foreign labor into the bottom layer of Thai society undermines
rural communal and reciprocal human relations where class differentiation in rural areas and lack
of social support occurs.

Theories of social exclusion and inclusion policy are analytical and normative so that
the scope of agenda and degree of responsiveness varies as a function of civil society and
citizenship. How can we weigh the agenda of rural-urban relations in social science in Thailand?
We should consider geographical space, the multicultural dimension, and mode value of socially
excluded people from family and community who are human—trafficked laborers from neighboring
countries, abandoned street children from dysfunctional families and child exploitation rings,

and distressed people in society’ s ultra bottom layer.
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2N, 55 AN, BAEZRT L UCHMERNEE T L2 0EL T oW ENRRTH L &
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WIHTTIL, Z ORI A 70 MU R BL L BDEBIRICB W T, EOREOR & ATE ORI 72 S,
F OBWMRICHIBEROSINMN TE 1200 E BT\ Z T Lz,

(2) HOIRIRE - BIYLRARIT I D NRHRE

A ODHIBFRICHE OV THERAERCRME UL, FEBLE, MEREFE VST NVE —FT 4 Tiwd
I NFEIFEERE L TRLOTIEARL,0TOP 0T 7 a - — 1 XLEORL S - NREIFREE L VD B
FPHFHE L CTH Ko Tidennt Bbihvd, 2O, < Ofa BNFERIFEOFHlE & L TE X
7o, OHUESU AR EHF L, OHUIREROA =7 F7 L BLFEICL - T, OO REHE
DIEDINT=NE D IWRA b &7 D, o, ATBEOINER] (NGO/NPO R0 2E) 12k 274747 - A
MG E&EORMEZ T HIEOWHE LRO T, BT THCEME LA EATIHV HT, #ilind
Ba-miinl o U Y =2 &5 & HERTIIEHIBIRLIIZ X 5 nnhbTH D 5),

OTOP &7 7w —U XLE, E6b b, OHIROARRR LI & OFIFICELE U 72 HUISHR LA
SLTCNDZ EIFERTE S, WEIEX, OHIBERNSEESCERE, ~—FT v 707ay=s K
[CEERBIZSML, BOYE - HEOREN RO 5 H, OfERMIC, HllEROAENE - @k
HE3 5L BBELRVETWHDENTHD, 0TOP IZBWTUIH T, 77 eV —U AATHHE+0H
BIRSDHTEAH I DD, DEOFEFHIT T TRISEHZ2FHMIZ T2 L ixcE vy, #EESns o
X FHINR L, £ 2T, AR TIHEOQ E@IZBET 2FmmDOAIER L TR X720,

RIRICEVHESINTLT — v b=V ROVHEM TH TiX, HRICKA2MEEOAERMLE T 7 -
V= X AS~OEYMADBBEIZH U | 0TOP TS HIZBMNE DT T2, 700 £ 1T EPTHEAEICHES L,
100 HN—> e AR L CHEER IR > TRIDT 2 b DR WD —FH T, Tl EEICEET 6D
DHNPITES M BTV D [ 2007], F/o, vV — A~/ —F AL DF o~ A ROK
JiE 0 HETAT OFE]TiX, 2004 41T OTOP BRI OFFE A 32T, 4000 T/ N—Y OIIRFEHR 25 TA
V7 IR IR ST, EORER ., FOIMINTBUL AN X DOFEEY, | JERE— A NRE S, Hof
FTBUOLENAG 2 720 | HgdRIL O BAEITBDCEE [T > T, A 7 7 OfER DS HLTE?
HLOTOIHOMENRE L Zeofc b [ A~/ —% A 2008],

EH 6 OHEF G4 PELAIE OB £ TidHoc oA & IXAINCEBRT 5 D720, SNEE S
B ST G AEAIERT D & A ADREE L L TTEE(LSEITL, TEDZEDLT ] LW
OB BB BN E D, EETE L S ) ORI MENEAL TRIRBIZZR 20 b Th 5,

DED ., BAEIZENT, FAPEBREEOHEMIZL > TEIMIAZFETHDRY IZBWT,
BARTERN I EPEE XX D RLEERIIIH T L ENTEY | A7 O®FEMHITEREEEICRS
L 7o MU ZE2 R O S O - THE O BRI LRI L 0 HEFF S D, & 2 AN, BRWEICIRE ST @<
WA & ALiAte &, KEMOMRRLER DD THDH, ThalRBEOY L~ &n
S>TLE- TR, BARAERSHERFOKEZHERFT 2 LR EWV I iEmicR>TLE D,

OTOP &7 7' 1+ — U XADORAL, (T E DT RS- 72 L, B BE T~ FHICA
EEMRN DA S Lz W) Tk Lz, L L, BEATEDOR ZMERT 5 &0 9
TR, JFE., EEORR, EROKENH - - HIERNERTH - T, FRMLEFEA1TH £
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4 HLHHERE YV —Y ¥ LY AR— b

(1) #HSHPERR & HEHEE

FEEBAFE &V I BERIC T, (SRR /A EE & ) BESIE, B ZEIC VW T ERIZ E R L
HD B HBEETIX /2, RRFBHIE & kA2 72 L TN 2 SBRIE. KEFEICIZ TER - 8E 05
B, BfE - HEickob o200l e L b attadiFon Ex BT 5, 2R aiEos
AT BHBHBEOBEZ T ELTND, Thbb, NI L BRI T M E AT 50 TH - T,
PR SN TER B 720, BB Z wHElC T 2 AMETTRAME, S5 S AETRHED HIR) S Tid e 720
L. HEFIDOREIXEE SHAHERATHENREL SN O DRIREIT I RE L VWO RETH D,

L Z AT, @tk (welfare) o978 EmAbDEES (workfare) &) tEEHIHERR BEOERD. &
HEEZR L) O3 —r v i TiRE SR EREE H > TV D A L THIE, wakEZE TLED ©
FEERREBPEC S 538 LE - hEEIC ZOFmAEA TS Z LIERKE R X 5000 Livewy 6), &k
EIZBWTIE, L0, WFICEES L SN2 BRMNES RBIFET D, TTRMEDHIR, R -tz X
L7, TREOHERELHETH DL, LrL, TH#ELEL R Z A28\ T, REIZHZREORE
TIXe<, HRYOREROTH D, Lonh, TIUL<HEBH — BEF > 78 L o 7= Mk B o fE T
7, M SROFEE WO AL b ZIENE L AEADOHETH S, ZOxIX, BAHRIZBEIT S
& FEBOIEE, FERENSEENSIA P = FARLUORMEE LTREICBODTHELLGHL LD
7,
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at AT D HERR/ AR & S BMRER AV 7R RRER O G S R IZ XV #E LTV D O TR RN
[Rigg 2003], 772 L. #hpudERR/ @ & WO BRI OIS TH 2 L HICHBMEREZ L HICEHA
TW5,

bR Z 5 U DRIt g EZICRET 0, TTRMEOITEZ £ H B X DT X o TR
AR X EOFIPH & XIS ORREN R D, FLGEES O - PR ZEM & 2 SUbRRIRDL, BV T RBEE S L
THIFEE ORNCHN D I - FIRN S NTZZ U 7o N2 O T<Hiii— B >BRER2 D 2 Lick
ST, <HBHT— A >BIfR & W O R E O EAAHT B ATREIC /2 5 D TR WD BETANEBZ 56
% - IEBTE - B SNDHAE N @E . XA ORI, HEICBE 2 KT FIRORLZENSE
FND OB, BEIONL— FMIFED R0l T O T DA % 7e EAES PR E Z 1 T
DRI &S RS TRE D,

(2) Y=V ¥ VI R—bORME T

B A D<HEHT—EF >R A RHIRY . EAERO 3 I 2 F AR BEENE O EEAL - BYE b2
FRICESHZONOOHDLZ LIIMNTEA 9, TZTELTWDOE, OREBILFRO Y — ¥ PR —
FBEIVEESN T LE ST AL, QAEMKFEORME L D3I a =T 4 ZFFTROAL, KUOZH
ZTHEHEELLDEREEFFOZLENTELRVWAXOHETH D,
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B v AT BT AR, AT 4 A 1999 4EIFRA L7-#RGE 1300 AR OffEIC LD &, X1 ICiTxkE
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KJE (the ultrapoor) BFE(ET D, ZOREZEKT D L. OANUTEFHIKOFEFEO+455 D—,
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L RSO T DRI Tk, FENRE S 2 &1L TE 5, Lol FRICEEEAETZ LT LV, @
NETENEOEE, B LB MR LBOEE LI BROMNREZBITZHAEE LR, RED
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@i, BEICib R Al A BN B, BRO-OICAEELsEDNL., (NEE2 H THRbNT-F
Ao KOSNEANTTBE TH D, @i, OXCQODREEICH > T, B LTI ~BE L T HEEEE)
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DOFEE BB D, 7y R« IANF U ARTRAZ DA E W O BERICHHEENT 5,

V=Tl Fy XL EREER, BREHELER ST TE L DEmICIEL, BRI
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ARG THRET D22 LN L, ZTOD, BHIUECATERRR, HSBRICIR S LG - Bk
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RS IE RN RN o) T, Z A FERORBEHE, EABITIC X 2L e, [ TR &SRR o
HLAEIATHAMBARHEL T, BOOBLOFELZRBE LIz W), BYEEOZ XU OE LW E
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ZAFBIZBWTHPERINTNWD EH2Th ORI ITHBICEET 200E, BEOHL LT
RO DDOAHEHNEDL IR TAIDONLEWVWHIRIEL E-EX I MLENDH S, HADOEICET
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720N, 2006 AED 7 —F H—n D 2010 £ F TORELIT, HUISSCHE g, FIIEEM M O & BRI EEN 2D
B BER L SR T 7 A —ICL o THELTEDEAS L, BFNR= 3 X —%2 MG L7tk CThH 5 H
B EERMDOEREZBR IR TRboT2E N2 D,

(3) F—m v RHRIZBWTHT AR E LTET LN FHIE, OF ) —r Y —U XA (T

13



V=Y XL, LY — U RLE) EQREMN~OFHBAN (VXA THRDRE, V—0 T4 TNT U A%
BRIEEORR, BEVXRRAL LTOSBAE) ThdH, BA~OFHSAICEL TX, AROEHA, 1k
WRETZ T TH 20 10 A 500~700 L DFHBAE A A D, T O OETRAZRAER Sh b D
X, BAT - BT E N E I O MU ZE ) T IR N L VR DS, B 2 b AETERRS - BARE A T
T NEDRZGET D 2 & TRIERIZRRER)  SULRINR PN EEN D Z L ICHIfF T 206 Th D, ZA1ITB
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