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The Actual State of Ward Rotations on the Mid-level Nurses' Career
Development— Case Studies Comparing a Trial Stage Nurse and an Established
Stage Nurse—

Yuko YOSHIDA
(Graduate School of Commerce, Otaru University of Commerce)
Sadako YOSHIMURA
Michiko AOYANAGI
Mikiko IWAMOTO
(Faculty of Health Sciences, Hokkaido University)

Abstract

The objective of this study was to clarify the actual situation of two mid-level nurses who are in the Trial
stage, the other in the Established stage during ward changes. Investigations were conducted by semi-structured
interviews using guidelines for two mid-level nurses. The Trial stage nurse who changed wards described “having
critical feelings about the new ward soon after the change,” “puzzling differences between the former and
new ward and becoming deep my nursing philosophy,” “being conscious of difficulties from the standpoint of
the new ward and not adequately performing my role,” and seven categories. The Established stage nurse who

»”

changed wards expressed “surprise at the environment and organizational culture of the ward,”“a predictable
image of the future,”“being conscious of my role in the new ward,” and five categories. It became clear that in
spite of changing ward in the same hospital, mid-level nurses had sense of incongruity and a big shock. Changing
ward affected nursing philosophy of nurse in the Trial and offered the opportunity which she considered her
role in organization, however there was not influence for the nurse in Establish stage. It was thought that these

depended on difference of the carrier stages of development.

Keywords : case study, ward rotation, career development, Trial stage, Established stage
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