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RESUME

High Roughage Feeding System for Raising and
Fattening Dairy Beef Cattle

III. The effect of ages commenced grazing on productivity in grazing

Kunio KoTAKEMORI, Ryoji Takacl, Yoshio Kono
and Yoshitsune HIROSE

The effect of ages on the productivity of grazing without supplemental feed was
studied in the light of the weight gained at the first grazing which was started at the
ages of 2, 3, and 4 months old (2 months group, 3 months group, and 4 months group).

Experimental animals were purchased from farms located around Shizunai Hok-
kaido. Fifty Holstein male calves were assigned to the 4, 3, and 2 months groups for
21, 14, and 15 calves respectively on a “come-in” basis. All calves were fed milk
replacer, calf starter and good quality hay. Feeding and management of animals were
in the same manner for all groups. Grazing started at the same time (May 30.n) for
all animals with 127 kg, 112 kg, and 89 kg of average body weights for the 4, 3, and 2
months groups, respectively. The grazing ended on November 6in, when all animals
were housed.

In this study, the heavy stocking rate resulted in poor performances of the animals.
Daily gains ot 160-day grazing period for animals in the 4, 3, and 2 months groups
were 0.38 kg, 0.35kg, and 0.32kg, respectively. Significant differences between the 4
and the 2 month groups were observed in the average daily gain. Considering the
results of this study and those reported before, it was concluded that the age to put
the cattle out to pasture would be safe at 4 months old. The daily gain of the 4
months group in the previous study was 0.58 kg compared to 0.38kg in this study.
Thus, it was suggested that the stocking rate would be an influencing factor for grazing

of young stocks.



