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High Roughage Feeding System for Raising and
Fattening Hereford Cattle.

T. The effects of fattening on pasture on weight gain and meat quality

Kunio KOTAKEMORI, Ryoji TAKAGI and Yasushi ASAHIDA

(Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido University)

A procedure for fattening cattle on pasture in summer with the purpose saving labor and
feed costs was compared with the feed-lot fattening procedure as a control, to examine the
effects on weight gain and meat quality. A total of 31 Hereford cattle (18 steers and 13
heifers) were divided into two groups in middle of June, 1982, at the age of 26.5months.
Cattle for the group of feed-lot fattening were confined in a dry-lot. and were fed concentrate
at a rate of 1.2% of live weight with hay ad libitum for 91 days. Those fattened on pasture
without confinement, were fed concentrate at the same rate and duration as the group of
feed-lot fattening, in addition to the grazing. Results showed no significant differences in live
weight gain, dressing percentage and meat quality between the groups. It was concluded
that the procedure for fattening on pasture had the advantage of saving costs for beef

production compared with feed-lot fattening.
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