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High Roughage Feeding System for Raising and
Fattening Hereford Cattle

VIL. Fattening performance of cows after
given their first calf on the feeding

of high level of corn silage

Kunio Korakemori, Seiji Konpo * and Yasushi AsAHIDA
Depertment of Awmimal Science, Facully of Agriculture, Hokkaido University
% Livestock Farm, Faculty of Agriculture, Hokkaido University

Animals used were 46 cows weighing 500 kg at 30 months system under the high level
feeding of corn silage was studied for fattening cows after grazed for 3 summer seasons. Hay and
corn silage were fed ad libitum to cows except for those in group 3 that were given hay and grass
silage. Cows In group 1 and 2 were daily supplemented with 4kg of fattening formula feed for 4.5
months, those in group 3 with 8.5 kg for 2 months, animals in group 4 with 1.7kg for 5 months
and those in group 5 with 4kg for 5 months.

Average daily gain of cows given corn silage with 4kg of concentrate ranged 0.77 to 0.84 kg
except those given corn silage with 1.7kg of concentrate allowance gained 0.56kg daily that was
significantly inferior to the other groups. Feed reguirement for a total ration was far greater in
group 4 than the others. Thus, the fattening system as in group 4 showed an enconmical
disadvantage. Marketing weight, carcass weight and dressing percentage were 596, 324kg and
54.2% for corn-silage-fed cows except for those in group 4 and 592, 308kg and 52.0% for group 4
cows, reseptively. From these results, fattening system with 6 kg of daily allowance of concen-
trate for 4 months is inferred to be appropriate for fattening of cows under the feeding of high
level of com silage. Besides, heifers in group 3 were fattened for 2 months starting at 555 kg of
live weight and resulted in a satisfactory performance with 624 kg of market weight, 340 kg of
carcass weight and 54.6% of dressing percentage. Thus, the system appeared to be appropriate,
but enconomical advantage was far greater in fattening cows after given their first calf than heifers.

Key words: High roughage feeding systems, Hereford, Raising and fattening, Corn silage
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